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1125 (Copy) Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
(Printed in Letters of Queen Victoria, (2) III, 565.)
10, DOWNING STREET, 31 October. 1884.
Mr. Gladstone . . . reports that he this day made known
to his Colleagues in Cabinet the suggestion for a possible settle-
ment of the question of Parliamentary Representation, which he
had the honour to receive yesterday through Sir H. Ponsonby.
His colleagues agree with him in the opinion that the offer to
concede the second Reading of the Franchise Bill alone would
make no substantial difference in the situation, and they do not
see in the suggestion any hopeful means for an adjustment.
Mr. Trevelyan reported to the Cabinet Your Majesty's gracious
assurance to him of an unwearied anxiety for the settlement of
this great question, which the Cabinet received most gratefully,
and Your Majesty's indisposition to a Dissolution of Parliament
under the present circumstances which they conceive to be
prompted by a spirit of wisdom.
Mr. Gladstone mentioned a variety of indications from different
quarters all tending to show that there is probably a growing
anxiety among those of the Opposition for some accommoda-
tion : and Lord Hartington mentioned an interview which, with
Mr. Gladstone's concurrence, he had held with Sir M. H. Beach,
At that interview, which was of the most confidentkl character,
and entirely without prejudice, Sir M. Beach stated with
perfect frankness and fulness his views of Redistribution, which he
was understood to share with other leading men of his party, but
who or how many they were did not clearly appear. He gave the
outline of a very large plan, involving more extensive changes
than Mr. Gladstone would have thought necessary or desirable.
At the same time he is sensible of the vast importance of a
settlement, and he believes and hopes that his colleagues will
keep their minds open to what may be the exigencies of the time,
without any unduly strict prepossessions as to particulars. In
this he feels rather confident of Your Majesty's approval, . * .
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. Oct. 31. 1884.
Mr, Gladstone humbly reports to Your Majesty that this evening
has been occupied by an unprofitable cliscussioa on the distress